
Thank You JAPAN FAIR TEAM!
Japan Fair 2018 was a fantastic success! This is an 

annual event at the Meydenbauer Center in 
Bellevue and WSA is now a popular favorite. We 
had a WSA booth for two full days where we let 

folks try punching and kicking our bags and 
performed a demonstration featuring WSA 

families with members ranging from age 4 to 68! 
Super fun, and we actually had four new members 
sign up! Thank you to all who participated!  OSS!

Summer Schedule for YOUTH Classes!
Now to Saturday, August 25: All Youth students will 
have unlimited access to classes held in Bellevue at 
no additional charge.
BREAK:  Aug. 25 to Sep. 8: All dojos CLOSED for 
Youth classes. All classes will resume on Sep. 10. 

Enjoy the rest of Summer!

Summer is here and like every year, the Pacific Northwest continues to be where everyone wants 
to be with beautiful weather and the #1 tourist attraction in the world, Washington Shotokan 
Association! Well, at least it’s #1 to us! And you know what? We’ve had some new students join 
us from other states who were advised by their Senseis to join WSA! We’re becoming known for 
being a great traditional dojo family and community! Thank you for your support! OSS!

2018 Exam Dates
YOUTH:  October 13, December 8

ADULT:  September 12, December 12
***BLACK BELT EXAM:  October 26, 2018***

AND REMEMBER:
New exam fees and requirements become effective 

September 1, 2018.  Please talk with your 
instructor with questions!

DOJO BBQ! 
MONDAY AUGUST 20 AT 7:30PM!

Please join us for our delicious annual family BBQ 
right after the 6:30pm combined General/Black Belt 
class. The food will be delish, and it’ll be a great 
dojo party with some fun surprises. Please sign up 
at the dojo or let Terry Lee know what you’d like to 
bring. Very informal! If you don’t know what to 
bring, summer fruits and salads are great! Oss!

We had a great team of families who participated in 
the demonstration as well as other members who 
performed katas and kumite matches. Even Dulce 
Sensei showed up to support us! See page 3 Oss!

Thank you Sempais!

Sempai Erin Bethune

Sempai Alex Camai

It is with great excitement and 
some sadness that we say 
goodbye and congratulate two of 
our Instructor Sempais as they 
leave us for greater things and a 
super bright future. Sempai Erin 
Bethune has helped teach our 
Pine Lake youth and is off to 
Loyola University Chicago! 
Sempai Alex Camai has left us for 
Vanderbilt University in 
Tennessee, but you can find him 
back at the dojo every summer 
and during every break! On 
behalf of WSA, thank you so 
much for your support and 
congratulations! We love you!

Something to think about:
“Great minds discuss ideas; average minds 
discuss events; small minds discuss people.”

- Eleanor Roosevelt



2018 California Tournament Coming Up!

The FSKA Fall Championship Tournament is coming up on 
October 20, 2018 in Cuptertino , CA. Last year Sensei 
Maria and Sensei John took a delegation of WSA 
students to compete in this tournament. Everyone came 
back loaded up with medals and had a fantastic 
experience. Pictured on the lower right is Shihan Kyle 
Funakoshi, who is now the head of the Funakoshi 
Shotokan Karate Association, of which WSA is affiliated. 
He will preside over this year’s tournament! If you would 
like to participate, please let your Recommending 
Instructor know, and we will include you in our 
Tournament practices coming up! It’s a great way to take 
your learning to the next level, show your dojo spirit and 
compete in a real championship tournament, and you 
can choose to compete in kata only, kumite only, or both!  

DOJO ETIQUETTE AND COURTESY
As you know, WSA is a traditional Shotokan dojo that teaches traditional values, including traditional 
etiquette and courtesy. But many students don’t know what that means. So we will include a section 
on Dojo Etiquette in every newsletter to inform students and parents what is expected from students 
and instructors alike at WSA, starting now:

1. Know that your first step into the dojo should be where you respectfully bow and say OSS! loud 
enough to be heard. This tells everyone that “I’m here and ready to go!” It is also your signal that 
you are stepping into the dojo where you are expected to be respectful and do your best.

2. Be sure to greet EVERY Black Belt with a hearty OSS! Even if the Black Belt is younger than you, 
they have earned that rank over many years of training and deserve recognition as a WSA Black 
Belt. And remember: Black Belts with gold writing are Senseis, red writing are Sempais.

3. ALWAYS acknowledge a Sempai or Sensei with a strong OSS! whenever they offer instruction or 
ask you to do something both ON and OFF the floor. This is especially important when they are 
teaching you something. OSS!

4. The dojo should always be kept clean. Every class should vacuum, sweep the training floor, empty 
the garbage, and wipe fingerprints off of mirrors and windows. Instructors should allow for 5-10 
minutes after class to clean the dojo, and everyone should participate. Everyone.

5. If a higher ranking student than you is cleaning the dojo or sweeping the floor, you should always 
offer to take over what they are doing. Watching them work without offering to take over is 
considered to be rude and arrogant. No exceptions. Even Black Belts should ALWAYS take over 
cleaning if a higher ranking Black Belt is working.   More to come!  Oss!

Look at all the medals! Join us this year! It’ll be an 
experience you will never forget! Oss!



Thank You to the SBCC Summer Camp Team!

The SBCC Summer Camp Teaching Staff: Sensei Richard Garcia, Sempai Dan 
Berge, Sempai Ron Smith, Sempai Dean Lee, Sempai Michelle Tran, Terry Lee, 
Sempai Calista Lee, Sempai Micah Lee, Sempai Connor Kaeberlein, Sempai 
Mohini Pal, Sempai Dan Temereanca, Sempai Brian Chan, Sempai Jason Chan, 
Sempai Taiga Wad, Sempai Karsten Lin

Shotokan Summer Camp at 
SBCC!

WSA hosted two Shotokan Karate 
youth summer camps during the 
weeks of July 16 and July 30. A 
phenomenal team of Senseis and 
Sempais stepped up and 
introduced two groups of 
youngsters to WSA and traditional 
Shotokan Karate! Thank you so 
much to the wonderful Senseis 
and Sempais who made it all 
happen. THANK YOU!! OSS!

Japan Fair 2018: WSA Rocked the House!

Once again, WSA was invited to perform a karate demonstration at the Japan Fair 2018 at the Meydenbauer Center 
in Bellevue. We demonstrated kata, kihon (basics), and kumite with families, and showed the progression of skills 
from beginner to Black Belt. Thank you to all of our performers, who practiced hard for a perfect performance! Oss!

WSA also hosted a booth. 
Attendees kicked and punched 
real karate bags. Pictured on 
the left are Sempai Alejandro, 
Sempai Abhishek and Sensei 
John with two WSA students, 
Kaho and Yuna Inoue, who 
dressed up in kimonos after 
the demo! And on the right is 
Sensei Sean showing a 
youngster how to kick! Many 
thanks to all of you who 
helped and participated! Oss!


